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Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments

Acoustic Assessment and Tuning Restoration

Acoustic Assessment refers to the process of evaluating the sound quality and characteristics of a musical
instrument, taking into account its physical properties, material composition, and environmental factors, to
determine its suitability for restoration and tuning, and is a crucial concept in the Postgraduate Certificate in
Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply various techniques to assess the
acoustic properties of instruments, including the use of specialized tools and software to measure and
analyze the sound waves produced by the instrument, and to identify areas that require restoration or
tuning to achieve optimal sound quality.

Action refers to the mechanism that connects the keys or fingers of a musical instrument to its sound-
producing components, such as strings or reeds, and is responsible for transmitting the player's movements
to the instrument, and in the context of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical
Instruments, understanding the action of an instrument is essential for restorers to diagnose and repair
problems with the instrument's mechanism, and to adjust the action to achieve optimal playability and
sound quality.

Aesthetic Restoration refers to the process of restoring a musical instrument to its original appearance,
taking into account its historical and cultural significance, and is an important aspect of the Postgraduate
Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply various techniques to
restore the finish, inlays, and other decorative elements of an instrument, using traditional methods and
materials to achieve an authentic look and feel.

Amplification refers to the process of increasing the volume of sound produced by a musical instrument,
using electronic or acoustic means, such as amplifiers, speakers, or resonators, and is an important
consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn
to design and implement amplification systems that preserve the tonal quality and character of the
instrument.

Archives refer to the collections of documents, records, and other materials related to the history and
development of musical instruments, and are an essential resource for restorers and researchers in the field
of musical instrument restoration, providing valuable information on construction techniques, materials, and
design principles, and helping to inform the restoration process and ensure the authenticity of the
instrument.

Authenticity refers to the genuineness and accuracy of a musical instrument's construction, materials, and
design, and is a critical consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical
Instruments, where students learn to evaluate the authenticity of an instrument and to apply restoration
techniques that preserve its original character and integrity.

Bridge refers to the component of a musical instrument that supports the strings and transmits their
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vibrations to the instrument's body, and is a critical element in the tone and playability of the instrument,
and in the context of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, understanding
the bridge and its function is essential for restorers to diagnose and repair problems with the instrument's
tone and action.

Cavity refers to the empty space inside a musical instrument's body, which amplifies and shapes the sound
produced by the instrument, and is an important consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring
Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to evaluate the cavity of an instrument and to apply
restoration techniques that optimize its acoustic properties.

Conservation refers to the process of preserving and protecting musical instruments from deterioration and
damage, using techniques such as cleaning, stabilization, and storage, and is an essential aspect of the
Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply
conservation methods to prevent deterioration and to ensure the longevity of the instrument.

Crack refers to a fracture or split in the wood or other materials of a musical instrument, which can affect its
tone and playability, and is a common problem encountered in the restoration of vintage instruments, and
in the context of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, students learn to
diagnose and repair cracks using various techniques and materials.

Damping refers to the process of reducing or absorbing the vibrations of a musical instrument, using
materials or techniques such as felt, cotton, or viscoelastic substances, and is an important consideration in
the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply
damping techniques to control the tone and playability of the instrument.

Design refers to the plan or concept behind the construction of a musical instrument, taking into account its
function, aesthetics, and playability, and is a critical aspect of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring
Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to evaluate the design of an instrument and to apply
restoration techniques that preserve its original character and integrity.

Electronic Restoration refers to the process of restoring or upgrading the electronic components of a
musical instrument, such as pickups, amplifiers, or effects units, and is an important consideration in the
Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply electronic
restoration techniques to optimize the tone and playability of the instrument.

Fingerboard refers to the component of a musical instrument that guides the player's fingers and supports
the strings, and is a critical element in the playability and tone of the instrument, and in the context of the
Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, understanding the fingerboard and its
function is essential for restorers to diagnose and repair problems with the instrument's action and tone.

Finish refers to the outer layer or coating of a musical instrument, which protects the instrument from
damage and deterioration, and is an important consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring
Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply various finishing techniques to restore the
appearance and integrity of the instrument.
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Glue refers to the substance used to bond or join the various components of a musical instrument, such as
woods, metals, or plastics, and is a critical element in the construction and restoration of instruments, and in
the context of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, students learn to
select and apply the appropriate glue for the specific task or material.

Hardware refers to the metal or plastic components of a musical instrument, such as tuners, bridges, or
knobs, which support the instrument's function and playability, and is an important consideration in the
Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to evaluate and
restore the hardware of an instrument to ensure its proper function and playability.

Inlay refers to the decorative material or design element inserted into the body or neck of a musical
instrument, such as woods, metals, or plastics, and is an important aspect of the Postgraduate Certificate in
Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to restore and preserve the inlays of an
instrument to maintain its aesthetic and historical value.

Inspection refers to the process of examining a musical instrument to evaluate its condition, integrity, and
playability, and is a critical step in the restoration process, and in the context of the Postgraduate Certificate
in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, students learn to conduct a thorough inspection of an instrument
to identify areas that require restoration or repair.

Lacquer refers to the thin layer of material applied to the surface of a musical instrument to protect it from
deterioration and damage, and is an important consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring
Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply and restore lacquer finishes to maintain the
aesthetic and functional integrity of the instrument.

Maintenance refers to the process of preserving and protecting a musical instrument from deterioration and
damage, through regular cleaning, adjustment, and storage, and is an essential aspect of the Postgraduate
Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply maintenance techniques
to ensure the longevity and playability of the instrument.

Materials refer to the substances used in the construction of a musical instrument, such as woods, metals,

plastics, or composites, and are a critical consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage
Musical Instruments, where students learn to evaluate and select the appropriate materials for the specific
task or instrument.

Mechanism refers to the system of components that transmit the player's movements to the sound-
producing elements of a musical instrument, such as keys, valves, or strings, and is a critical element in the
playability and tone of the instrument, and in the context of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring
Vintage Musical Instruments, understanding the mechanism of an instrument is essential for restorers to
diagnose and repair problems with the instrument's action and tone.

Neck refers to the component of a musical instrument that supports the fingerboard and strings, and is a
critical element in the playability and tone of the instrument, and in the context of the Postgraduate
Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, understanding the neck and its function is essential for
restorers to diagnose and repair problems with the instrument's action and tone.
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Pickup refers to the component of a musical instrument that captures the vibrations of the strings or body
and transmits them to an amplifier or effects unit, and is a critical element in the tone and playability of the
instrument, and in the context of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments,
understanding the pickup and its function is essential for restorers to diagnose and repair problems with
the instrument's tone and electronic system.

Playability refers to the ease and comfort with which a musical instrument can be played, taking into
account its action, fingerboard, and neck, and is a critical consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in
Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to evaluate and improve the playability of an
instrument to ensure its proper function and enjoyment.

Reconstruction refers to the process of rebuilding or recreating a musical instrument or its components,
using traditional methods and materials, and is an important aspect of the Postgraduate Certificate in
Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply reconstruction techniques to restore
the integrity and authenticity of an instrument.

Refinishing refers to the process of applying a new finish to a musical instrument, using traditional methods
and materials, and is an important consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage
Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply refinishing techniques to restore the appearance and
integrity of the instrument.

Repair refers to the process of fixing or replacing damaged or defective components of a musical
instrument, using traditional methods and materials, and is a critical aspect of the Postgraduate Certificate
in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply repair techniques to restore the
function and integrity of the instrument.

Restoration refers to the process of returning a musical instrument to its original condition, using traditional
methods and materials, and is the primary focus of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage
Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply restoration techniques to preserve the historical and
cultural significance of the instrument.

Setup refers to the process of adjusting and configuring a musical instrument to achieve optimal playability
and tone, taking into account its action, fingerboard, and neck, and is a critical consideration in the
Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to evaluate and
improve the setup of an instrument to ensure its proper function and enjoyment.

String refers to the component of a musical instrument that produces sound when vibrated or plucked, and
is a critical element in the tone and playability of the instrument, and in the context of the Postgraduate
Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, understanding the string and its function is essential
for restorers to diagnose and repair problems with the instrument's tone and action.

Tone refers to the quality and character of the sound produced by a musical instrument, taking into account
its frequency, timbre, and resonance, and is a critical consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in
Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to evaluate and improve the tone of an
instrument to achieve optimal sound quality.
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Tuning refers to the process of adjusting the pitch of a musical instrument to achieve optimal playability
and tone, taking into account its strings, bridges, and neck, and is a critical consideration in the
Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to evaluate and
improve the tuning of an instrument to ensure its proper function and enjoyment.

Upright refers to the orientation of a musical instrument, where the body is vertical and the neck is parallel
to the floor, and is a common configuration for many instruments, including violins, cellos, and double
basses, and in the context of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments,
understanding the upright configuration is essential for restorers to diagnose and repair problems with the
instrument's action and tone.

Valve refers to the component of a musical instrument that regulates the flow of air or fluid to produce
sound, and is a critical element in the playability and tone of the instrument, and in the context of the
Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, understanding the valve and its function
is essential for restorers to diagnose and repair problems with the instrument's mechanism and tone.

Varnish refers to the thin layer of material applied to the surface of a musical instrument to protect it from
deterioration and damage, and is an important consideration in the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring
Vintage Musical Instruments, where students learn to apply and restore varnish finishes to maintain the
aesthetic and functional integrity of the instrument.

Winding refers to the process of applying a material such as metal or synthetic fibers to the core of a string

to increase its mass and tension, and is a critical element in the tone and playability of a musical instrument,
and in the context of the Postgraduate Certificate in Restoring Vintage Musical Instruments, understanding

the winding process is essential for restorers to diagnose and repair problems with the instrument's strings

and action.
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