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Postgraduate Certificate in Anthropology of Guerrilla Warfare

Tactics and Strategies of Guerrilla Warfare

Guerrilla warfare is a form of irregular warfare in which a small group of combatants, such as paramilitary
personnel, armed civilians, or irregular forces, use military tactics including ambushes, sabotage, raids, petty
warfare, hit-and-run tactics, and mobility to fight a larger and less-mobile traditional military. Guerrilla
warfare is often used by weaker parties to harass a stronger enemy, disrupt supply lines, and cause attrition
through a prolonged conflict.

**Key Terms and Vocabulary for Tactics and Strategies of Guerrilla Warfare**

1. **Guerrilla Warfare**: Guerrilla warfare is a form of irregular warfare in which small groups of combatants
use tactics such as ambushes and raids to harass a larger and less-mobile traditional military force.

2. **Tactics**: Tactics refer to the specific maneuvers or actions used by guerrilla fighters to achieve their
objectives, such as ambushes, sabotage, and hit-and-run attacks.

3. **Strategies**: Strategies in guerrilla warfare refer to the overall plan or approach used to achieve long-
term goals, such as weakening the enemy's resolve or disrupting their operations.

4. **Asymmetrical Warfare**: Asymmetrical warfare is a conflict between two opposing forces with vastly
different levels of military power, where the weaker force uses unconventional tactics to overcome their
disadvantage.

5. **Insurgency**: Insurgency refers to a popular uprising against a ruling government or occupying force,
often involving guerrilla tactics and irregular warfare.

6. **Counterinsurgency**: Counterinsurgency is the military or political action taken by a government to
defeat an insurgency and restore order, often through a combination of military force and political
measures.

7. **Partisan**: Partisans are fighters who engage in guerrilla warfare to resist an occupying force or
government, often operating in small, decentralized groups.

8. **Cell Structure**: In guerrilla warfare, fighters are often organized into small cells that operate
independently to minimize the risk of detection and capture.

9. **Ambush**: An ambush is a surprise attack by guerrilla fighters on enemy forces, often targeting supply
convoys or patrols to disrupt their operations.

10. **Sabotage**: Sabotage involves damaging or destroying enemy infrastructure, equipment, or supplies
to weaken their ability to fight.

11. **Hit-and-Run Tactics**: Hit-and-run tactics involve launching quick attacks on enemy targets before
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withdrawing to avoid prolonged engagement and minimize casualties.

12. **Mobility**: Mobility is a key advantage for guerrilla fighters, allowing them to move quickly between
locations and avoid being pinned down by larger enemy forces.

13. **Attrition**: Attrition is the gradual wearing down of an enemy's strength through persistent attacks
and harassment, often leading to a war of attrition.

14. **Propaganda**: Propaganda is the dissemination of information or misinformation to influence public
opinion and garner support for the guerrilla cause.

15. **Safe Havens**: Safe havens are areas where guerrilla fighters can retreat to rest, regroup, and resupply
without fear of enemy attack.

16. **Logistics**: Logistics refer to the planning and coordination of resources, such as food, weapons, and
medical supplies, to support guerrilla operations.

17. **Infiltration**: Infiltration involves covertly entering enemy territory to gather intelligence, conduct
sabotage, or carry out attacks.

18. **Clandestine Operations**: Clandestine operations are secret or undercover actions carried out by
guerrilla fighters to achieve their objectives without detection.

19. **Urban Warfare**: Urban warfare involves fighting in built-up areas, such as cities or towns, where
guerrilla fighters can use the terrain to their advantage.

20. **Scorched Earth Tactics**: Scorched earth tactics involve destroying or damaging enemy infrastructure,
crops, or resources to deny them to the enemy and disrupt their operations.

21. **Counterintelligence**: Counterintelligence is the efforts made by guerrilla fighters to prevent enemy
forces from gathering intelligence on their activities and plans.

22. **Proxy Warfare**: Proxy warfare involves supporting or using a third party to fight on behalf of a
guerrilla group, often to avoid direct confrontation with a stronger enemy.

23. **Innovation**: Innovation in guerrilla warfare involves adapting tactics, strategies, and technology to
counter evolving threats and challenges.

24. **Adaptability**: Adaptability is the ability of guerrilla fighters to adjust their tactics and strategies in
response to changing circumstances on the battlefield.

25. **Resilience**: Resilience is the capacity of guerrilla fighters to endure setbacks, casualties, and hardships
without losing morale or cohesion.

26. **Psychological Warfare**: Psychological warfare is the use of propaganda, intimidation, and deception
to weaken enemy morale and resolve.

27. **Civilian Support**: Civilian support is crucial for guerrilla fighters, as they rely on local populations for
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shelter, supplies, and intelligence.

28. **Leadership**: Leadership in guerrilla warfare is essential for coordinating operations, maintaining
discipline, and inspiring fighters to continue the struggle.

29. **Innovation**: Innovation in guerrilla warfare involves adapting tactics, strategies, and technology to
counter evolving threats and challenges.

30. **Training**: Training is essential for guerrilla fighters to develop the skills, knowledge, and discipline
needed to conduct successful operations.

31. **Communication**: Communication is vital for coordinating guerrilla activities, sharing intelligence, and
maintaining contact between different cells or units.

32. **Coordination**: Coordination between different guerrilla units is essential to avoid friendly fire
incidents, share resources, and mount joint operations.

33. **Infiltration and Exfiltration**: Infiltration refers to the process of entering enemy territory, while
exfiltration involves safely withdrawing after completing a mission.

34. **Operational Security (OPSEC)**: Operational security is the process of safeguarding sensitive
information and preventing enemy forces from intercepting communications or tracking guerrilla
movements.

35. **Intelligence Gathering**: Intelligence gathering involves collecting information on enemy forces,
terrain, and local populations to plan effective operations.

36. **Target Selection**: Target selection is the process of identifying and prioritizing enemy assets, such as
supply depots, communication nodes, or key personnel, for attack.

37. **Collaboration and Alliances**: Collaboration with other guerrilla groups, resistance movements, or
sympathetic governments can provide crucial support and resources for a guerrilla campaign.

38. **Civil-Military Relations**: Maintaining positive relations with civilian populations is essential for
guerrilla fighters to gain their trust, cooperation, and support.

39. **Ethics and Morality**: Ethical considerations in guerrilla warfare include avoiding unnecessary harm to
civilians, respecting human rights, and upholding principles of justice and fairness.

40. **Sustainability**: Sustainability in guerrilla warfare involves managing resources, morale, and support to
ensure the long-term viability of the resistance movement.

41. **Deception**: Deception tactics, such as misinformation, false flag operations, and decoys, can confuse
and mislead enemy forces to gain a tactical advantage.

42. **Security Measures**: Security measures, such as camouflage, encryption, and counter-surveillance, are
essential for protecting guerrilla fighters from detection and capture.
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43. **Innovation**: Innovation in guerrilla warfare involves adapting tactics, strategies, and technology to
counter evolving threats and challenges.

44. **Adaptability**: Adaptability is the ability of guerrilla fighters to adjust their tactics and strategies in
response to changing circumstances on the battlefield.

45. **Resilience**: Resilience is the capacity of guerrilla fighters to endure setbacks, casualties, and hardships
without losing morale or cohesion.

46. **Psychological Warfare**: Psychological warfare is the use of propaganda, intimidation, and deception
to weaken enemy morale and resolve.

47. **Civilian Support**: Civilian support is crucial for guerrilla fighters, as they rely on local populations for
shelter, supplies, and intelligence.

48. **Leadership**: Leadership in guerrilla warfare is essential for coordinating operations, maintaining
discipline, and inspiring fighters to continue the struggle.

49. **Innovation**: Innovation in guerrilla warfare involves adapting tactics, strategies, and technology to
counter evolving threats and challenges.

50. **Training**: Training is essential for guerrilla fighters to develop the skills, knowledge, and discipline
needed to conduct successful operations.

51. **Communication**: Communication is vital for coordinating guerrilla activities, sharing intelligence, and
maintaining contact between different cells or units.

52. **Coordination**: Coordination between different guerrilla units is essential to avoid friendly fire
incidents, share resources, and mount joint operations.

53. **Infiltration and Exfiltration**: Infiltration refers to the process of entering enemy territory, while
exfiltration involves safely withdrawing after completing a mission.

54. **Operational Security (OPSEC)**: Operational security is the process of safeguarding sensitive
information and preventing enemy forces from intercepting communications or tracking guerrilla
movements.

55. **Intelligence Gathering**: Intelligence gathering involves collecting information on enemy forces,
terrain, and local populations to plan effective operations.

56. **Target Selection**: Target selection is the process of identifying and prioritizing enemy assets, such as
supply depots, communication nodes, or key personnel, for attack.

57. **Collaboration and Alliances**: Collaboration with other guerrilla groups, resistance movements, or
sympathetic governments can provide crucial support and resources for a guerrilla campaign.

58. **Civil-Military Relations**: Maintaining positive relations with civilian populations is essential for

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareStudies.co.uk/guides/
3387535/tactics-and-strategies-of-guerrilla-warfare

HealthCareStudies (An LSPM brand) · 21 Jun 2026



G U I D E

guerrilla fighters to gain their trust, cooperation, and support.

59. **Ethics and Morality**: Ethical considerations in guerrilla warfare include avoiding unnecessary harm to
civilians, respecting human rights, and upholding principles of justice and fairness.

60. **Sustainability**: Sustainability in guerrilla warfare involves managing resources, morale, and support to
ensure the long-term viability of the resistance movement.

In conclusion, understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to tactics and strategies of guerrilla
warfare is essential for anyone studying or engaging in this form of irregular warfare. By mastering these
concepts, individuals can gain insight into the complexities and challenges of guerrilla operations, as well as
the principles that guide successful resistance movements. Whether analyzing historical conflicts or
preparing for future challenges, a solid grasp of these terms will enhance one's ability to navigate the
dynamic and unpredictable nature of guerrilla warfare.
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